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What is diplomacy?

Diplomacy: “the management of the relations 
between independent states by the process of 
negotiation” (Satow)

Diplomacy: “the application of intelligence and Diplomacy: “the application of intelligence and 
tact to the conduct of official relations between 
governments of states” (Nicolson)

Is it? 
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Other diplomatic actors
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Other modes of diplomacy

• Humanist diplomacy

• Sustainable diplomacy

• Anti-diplomacy

• Protodiplomacy

• Paradiplomacy, sub-state diplomacy

• ….



5

Paradiplomacy

• One of these Non-state actors (NSA): sub-
state entities

• Paradiplomacy = parallel diplomacy

• The diplomatic practices of sub-state entities: 
regions, Länder, autonomous communities, 
provinces, states,…
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(Para)diplomacy

Diplomacy: “the management or mediation of 
relations between the Self and the Other, as 
well as the formation and formulation of the Self 
by its relations with the Other (Der Derian)”. 

“Geopolitical DNA” (Self) � diplomatic 
practices (interaction with Other) � diplomatic, 
political and identitary reconfiguration and 
reformulation
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Analytical framework
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1. Geopolitical DNA
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1. Geopolitical DNA

• The Mediterranean as: discursive space, 
template for concrete diplomatic activities
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Italy
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Italy

• Unification of 1870 was not the end of 
Campanilism

• Constitution of 1948: theoretic starting point 
of Italian federalism

• Political divide between the communist party • Political divide between the communist party 
and the Christian-democrats

• 1970: Ordinary regions

• 2001: Constitutional reform
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France
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France

• Highly centralized after the French Revolution

• Regionalism was a political contrarevolutionary 
and later extreme-right movement

• Only during the 1950s: U-turn

• 1956: Establishment of 22 planning regions• 1956: Establishment of 22 planning regions

• 1986: Decentralization laws

• 1992: decentralization also on international 
issues

• 2016: territorial “rationalization”
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Spain
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Spain

• Franco-era: no decentralization

• Constitution of 1978: autonomous 
communities

• Asymmetrical federalism

• Statutes of Autonomy• Statutes of Autonomy
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2. Practice of sub-state diplomacy

3 Basic dimensions (Jönsson and Hall)

1. Representation

2. Communication

3. Socialization 
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Formalistic representation

• Spain: constitution defines diplomatic 
representation as the prerogative of Madrid 
versus regional statutes (“In order to promote 
the interests of Catalonia, the Generalitat may 
establish offices abroad (art. 194).”)establish offices abroad (art. 194).”)

• Italy: regions are allowed to open diplomatic 
offices (Community Law n° 52 of 1996)

• French constitution: no place for regional 
representation de jure, recognition in practice 
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Substantive representation

1. EU-representations

2. Governmental representations

3. Economic diplomacy

4. Other forms of representation: cultural 
houses, tourism offices,…houses, tourism offices,…
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Catalan representations



23

Diaspora representation (Racines 
Sud)
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Communication

1. Language and linguistic diplomacy

2. Presenting the diplomatic Self

1. Cartography

2. Mental maps: discursive traces of geopolitical 
goalsgoals

3. Public and cultural diplomacy
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Linguistic diplomacy & defying 
cartography

Foreign Affairs Strategy 
Generalitat de Catalunya:

“Catalan has the thirteenth 
highest  number of speakers in 
the European Union, ahead of 
Danish and Finnish […] Catalan 
is the official language not only 
of Catalonia, but also of of Catalonia, but also of 
Valencia, the Balearic Islands 
and Andorra, and it is spoken in 
part of Aragon, the Franja de 
Ponent, Northern Catalonia and 
the city of Alghero”
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Socialization

• The nearby other: central government and co-
regions

• The European Other

• The Mediterranean Other

1. Networks1. Networks

2. Decentralized cooperation

3. Bilateral and multilateral relations
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The European other

• Principle of subsidiarity

• Committee of the Regions

• Euroregions and EGTC’s

• European Territorial Cooperation (cross-
border, transnational and interregional border, transnational and interregional 
cooperation)
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European Territorial Cooperation 

PACA

• MED (transnational)

• Alps-Alcotra (cross-border)

• Euroregion Alpes-Méditerrannée

• Parco Naturale Alpi Marittime
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Alps-Alcotra
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European Territorial Cooperation

Emilia-Romagna

• Cross-border program Italy-Slovenia

• Interregional Italy-Croatia

• IPA cross-border Adriatic

• Transnational MED and Central-Europe 
program

• Adriatic-Ionian euroregion
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Adriatic Ionian Euregion 
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European Territorial Cooperation

Puglia

• Adriatic-Ionic Euroregion

• Cross-border Greece-Italy

• Cross-border IPA Adriatico

• Transnational MED and South-East Europe
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European Territorial Cooperation 

Catalonia

• Cross-border Spain-France-Andorra

• Transnational MED and South-West Europe

• Pyrenees-Mediterranean Euroregion• Pyrenees-Mediterranean Euroregion

• Working community of the Pyrenees

• Cedranya Cross-border horspital

• GECT Pays d'Art et d'Histoire Transfrontalier Les 
Vallées Catalanes du Tech et du Ter
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GECT Pays d'Art et d'Histoire Transfrontalier Les Vallées 
Catalanes du Tech et du Ter

Partners:
• Ministère de la Culture et de la Communication (France)

• Direction Régional des Affaires Culturelles Languedoc-Roussillon (France)

• Conseil Régional du Languedoc-Roussillon (France)

• Conseil Général des Pyrénées-Orientales (France)

• Communauté de Communes du Haut Vallespir (France)

• Communauté de Communes du Vallespir (France)• Communauté de Communes du Vallespir (France)

• Communes de L’Albère, Les Cluses, Le Perthus (France)

• Casa de la Generalitat de Perpinya (France)

• Le Pays Pyrénées-Méditerranée (France)

• Communes de Camprodon, Llanars, Molló, Sant Joan de les Abadesses, Sant Pau 
de Segúries, Setcases, Vilallonga de Ter (Espagne)

• Mancomunitat de la Vall de Camprodon (Espagne)

• Generalitat de Catalunya (Espagne)
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Euroregions

Victor von Malchus (1975):

“the ambition of Euroregions is the 
transformation of the old divisive borders into 
bridges of local cooperation and interaction”

Pau Puig i Scotoni (2006): ‘the Euroregions 
emerged over the former Westphalian 
battlefields’ 
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3. Reconfiguration - Reformulation

• New geographies

• Antagonism and Mimicry

• Division of labour

• Humanist diplomacy
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Reconfiguration - Reformulation

1. New geographies

1. Euro-Mediterranean Partnerships

2. Latin Arch

3. Mediterranean Arch

4. Macro-regions

5. Euroregions
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Reconfiguration - Reformulation

1. New geographies

1. Euro-Mediterranean Partnerships

2. Latin Arch

3. Mediterranean Arch

4. Macro-regions

5. Euroregions
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Latin Arch
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Euroregion of Andalusia–Algarve–
Alentejo



42

Reconfiguration - Reformulation

2. Diplomatic antagonism and mimicry

Homi Bhabha: “Mimicry is the appropriation of 
the Other as it visualizes power, via strategies 
of reform, regulation and discipline” 

�Ministry�Ministry

�Delegations

�Protocol

�Presidential visits
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Reconfiguration - Reformulation

3. Division of labour

�Overcoming the historic legacies

�City-diplomacy

�The region as a diplomatic broker, a pivot in a 
multi-level diplomatic settingmulti-level diplomatic setting
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Reconfiguration - reformulation

4. Humanist diplomacy

•Peace policies, peace politics (Catalan Institute 
for Peace)

•Intercultural dialogue (Tres Culturas, Centre 
Maimonide,…)Maimonide,…)

•Education cooperation (Euro-Mediterranean 
University and Eurocampus of the Pyrenees-
Mediterranean Euroregion)
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Conclusion

• Both complementing and competing the 
‘Mediterranean policy’ of the central state, French, 
Italian and Spanish sub-state actors are changing 
the nature of diplomacy in their specific region from 
a centralized to a multi-level practice. 

• This practice reifies the Self of these sub-state actors • This practice reifies the Self of these sub-state actors 
by ways of their diplomatic representation; the Other 
is diplomatized into being via interregional 
organizations and European, national and 

multilateral networks. 
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The book

• http://www.brill.com/products/book/mediterra
nean-paradiplomacies.

• Purchase code: 51000


