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Context

The four freedoms initiated with the European integration have
tremendous impacts on cross-border areas. Work, housing,
economy, leisure are some of the domains where commuting is
more and more frequent. From separation line, the border inside
the EU common market has become an interface that is sometimes
used as a resource, sometimes as a barrier. At local and regional
levels, cross-border practices challenge spatial planning traditions,
thus questioning the extent and the effective possibilities for cross-
border cooperation.

The Greater Region SaarLorLux

Dating back to 1970s, the Greater Region SaarLorLux is a
particularly iconic cross-border area. It brings together a state
(Luxembourg), three federated states (Rhineland-Palatinate,
Saarland and Wallonia), two federated political communities
(German-speaking and Francophone communities in Belgium) and
four decentralized authorities (Prefecture of Lorraine, Lorraine
Region, Meurthe et Moselle and Moselle local authorities). It is the
largest cooperation area in Europe and has the most significant
concentration of cross-border commuters (213,400 persons in
2013). Since 2007, it has also a unified INTERREG programme.
Since 2010, the Greater Region institutionalized its cooperation and
created two European Groupings for Territorial Cooperation (EGTC),
one manages the INTERREG A Greater Region programme (the only
of this kind in Europe), the other is in charge of the Secretariat of
the Summit of the Executives, the most significant political
institution.
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Objective of the course

This course helps the students identifying and analyzing the main
functional and governance challenges that cross-border cooperation
nowadays encounter in the context of the EU integration.

Taking the Greater Region SaarLorLux as the main area of study, it
provides the students with an overview of its historical roots, its
current functional challenges and with a critical analysis of the
cross-border governance that has been progressively established
since the 1970.

Description

The course takes stock of several research projects conducted in
the Greater Region to critically reflect upon the governance
mechanisms that have been progressively developed in this
cooperation area. The course relies on a wide range of material
(e.g. analytical concepts and tools from academic articles and
publications, maps from OIE, ESPON, Eurostat and graphs from
research projects).

Course outline

Introduction
a. Cross-border cooperation in Europe: overview of the main
conceptual and methodological challenges
b. The Greater Region, one of the most iconic European cross-
border cooperation area

1. The Greater Region SaarLorLux: historical roots and
current functional challenges
a. From 1971 to nowadays: Main steps of the cross-border
cooperation
b. Multiple functional interdependencies and latest political
initiatives
i. Economic heterogeneity & cross-border labor
market
ii. Spatial planning (incl. transport, retail)
iii. Demographic trends & residential mobility

2. From the “multi-level mismatch” to cross-border
governance?

a. The institutional architecture of cooperation: coping with
the multi-level mismatch
(incl. Summit, CESGR, CPI, EuRegio, INTERREG)

b. From interregional cooperation to supraregional
cooperation? Analytical framework for analyzing cross-
border governance



(incl. EGTC INTERREG A Greater Region and EGTC
Secretariat of the Summit)

3. From political objectives to concrete cross-border
projects and strategies: case studies

a.
b.

Overall cooperation strategy: INTERREG V
Culture: Luxembourg & the Greater Region European
capital 2007

c. Spatial planning: Metroborder & SIG-GR
d.
e.

Transport: task force for cross-border workers
Economy: study in preparation to the territorial
development scheme

Conclusion
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